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SIX MONTHS ON THE FRONTIEE OF NORTH- 
AMPTON COUNTY, PENNA., DURING THE 
INDIAN WAR, OCTOBER 1755— JUNE 1756. 

Braddock's defeat in July of 1755 was not only a 
fatal termination of a campaign which had been ex- 
pected would inflict a decisive blow upon the French 
and their Indian allies, but it gave the signal to the 
disaffected Indians to make the frontiers of the Prov- 
ince the scene of a predatory warfare, in which the 
northern bounds of old Northampton County were 
severely scourged. Its remoter settlements and plan- 
tations, which nestled in the small valleys north of the 
Blue Mountains, suffered severely in the winter of 
1755-1756. 

Six weeks after the first inroad of the Indians, not 
only was transmontane Northampton almost entirely 
deserted by its settlers, but even the tier of townships 
along the eastern slope of the mountains were left to 
their fate. It was in this precipitate flight that the 
Moravian villages and farms on the Nazareth tract 
were sought out by the fugitives, and it was only 
through extreme prudence and by incessant watchful- 
ness of their inhabitants that they were saved from 
destruction. 

In 1741 the Moravians bought of George Whitefield 
the Nazareth tract of 5000 acres, on which he designed 
to erect a Charity School, to be named "Ephrata." 
This building of stone the Moravians completed in 
1743. In 1744 they laid out a farm and erected build- 
ings to the south of "Ephrata," and in 1745, another 
one, two miles N. by W., and called it Gnadenthal. 
Adjoining this farm a third improvement was made 
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in 1747, comprising a grist and saw mill, stables, smith 
shop, brewery, and other houses, and named it Chris- 
tian's Spring. The first house of entertainment was 
erected in 1752, on the north bounds of the tract and 
on the road to the Minisinks and the settlements on the 
upper Delaware. The name given to this lonely inn 
was "The Rose," to keep in memory a point in history 
in as far as when William Penn released to his beloved 
daughter "Tish" the 5000 acres of Nazareth tract, it 
was done on the condition of her yielding and paying 
therefor one Eed Eose on the 24th of June yearly, if 
the same should be demanded. 

The chroniclers of Nazareth have recorded the fol- 
lowing incidents connected with the Indian maraud 
into upper Northampton County in the Winter of 1755- 
1756. 

1755. 

October 31. — There is a great fear come upon the 
people of this neighborhood, and they are at a loss 
whither to go for refuge from the Indians. 

November 1. — Our good friend Franz Clewell,^ near 
the Eose Inn, came to us and related that yesterday 
there had suddenly sprang up so violent a whirlwind 
near his house as to throw his six year old boy round 
and round and to tear off almost the entire roof from 
his house. 

November 18. — This morning at 4 o'clock several 
hard shocks of an earthquake were felt, so that our 
house and the people in bed were swayed to and fro 
quite perceptibly. At the Eose Inn, all the doors flew 
open. The morning was clear and not a breath of air.^ 

November 23. — ^Eeceived the intelligence that Post' 

'A Huguenot family, but last from the Palatinate, came to Penn- 
sylvania in 1737, and in 1746, settled two miles north of Nazareth. 

"On November 1, 1755, 60,000 persons perished in the city of Lisbon, 
as it was being shaken by an earthquake. 

' Christian Frederick Post, the well known missionary to the Indians. 
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had escaped from the savages at Wyoming and last 
night had reached Dansbury [Monroe Co.] 

November 25. — Heckewelder brought news of the 
calamity at Gnadenhuetten, on the Mahoning.* This 
evening there came upwards of sixty of our neighbors, 
(refugees) for lodgings. 

November 36. — This morning there came a detatch- 
ment of thirty soldiers from south of the Lehigh, to 
scout through our neighborhood. This unexpected 
advent caused some alarm. 

November 27. — After dinner two detatchments of 
Rangers arrived, which after having dined left. The 
detatchment of yesterday after returning from their 
scout, on hearing intelligence that the savages had been 
seen above the mountain, broke camp at night and as 
soon as the Moon rose, set out. There was so much con- 
fusion, if not panic among them, that they failed to 
inspire confidence. 

December 1. — Today our two schools, 78 pupils with 
15 attendants and their baggage, were transported to 
Bethlehem in wagons. This was done to make room 
for the refugees.^ 

December 6. — A new alarm of Indians, and it brought 
back several of the families, who last week had returned 
to their farms. 

December 8. — ^Additional families of refugees ar- 
rived, among them one Altemus. We have decided to 
lodge all refugees in the stone house and the two log 
houses near it. 

December 10. — Two wagons were sent to fetch 
Indian Corn from Culver's,' above the mountain, which 
we wanted to secure, as the savages are beginning to 

'The surprise and massacre of eleven members of the mission family 
by Indians that almost proved fatal to the mission. 

" The schools were reopened in May of 1756. 

'Ephraim Culver and family, who came from Connecticut in 1753, 
and settled in Lower Smithfield township, present Monroe county. In 
1759 he became landlord of the Rose Inn. 
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maraud in that vicinity. When scarcely three miles 
from Culver's, he and his family and some neighbors 
who had taken refuge in his house, met the teamsters, 
stating that this morning the savages attacked Brod- 
heads. Had our wagons arrived earlier, they must 
have fallen into the hands of the enemy ; now they were 
a help to the refugees, who would otherwise have been 
captured by the Indians in ambush. They brought 
them here in safety, forty odd large and small. Culver 
related that when he and his neighbors were about one 
mile from his house, he had seen several Indians in the 
woods. We sent word of this advent to Bethlehem, 
also that last night the Indians had sacked Hoeth's 
plantation.' 

December 13. — Hillman's wife, a daughter of David 
Prestin, gave birth to a child. Some more refugees 
arrived today, among them a man from near Hoeth's, 
who carried his wife on his shoulders lightly clad and 
but lately confined. 

December 14. — Troops arrived in command of Cap- 
tains Solomon Jennings' and Doll,' and when informed 
of the burnings by the Indians at the mountain, 
marched their men thither. 

December 15. — ^A suitable sight for a sentry box was 
selected in the rear of our stable and bam, to keep 
watch over these buildings. 

December 16. — Jasper Payne came up from Beth- 
lehem to aid to caring for the refugees. The soldiers 

' Frederick Hoeth and family immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1748, and 
became residents of Philadelphia. In 1750, he bought 700 acres on a 
branch of Pocopoco creek [Monroe Co.], and removed to his plantation 
in 1752. Capt. John Arndt, of the Provincial service, writes of the ill- 
fated family: "Frederick hoeth and his wife and one of his Dattears and 
another girl both underage and Two men was killed, and Three dattears 
of Frederfck hoeth and the Smith wife and two children them were 
Taken Presoner." 

'Solomon Jennings, one of the participants in the "Indian Walk" of 
1737. 

' Copt. Doll of the Provincial service. 
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here scouted through the woods in our neighborhood, 
but discovered nought. 

December 17. — The soldiers marched to the moun- 
tains, to search for the dead bodies and bury them. 
Culver and some of his neighbors who accompanied 
them part way, found most of their houses in ruins, 
and the remnant of their cattle they brought back. 
They had met a party of Indians with horses loaded 
with spoils, under cover of a reserve, so that our 
people had to retreat, after being chased for some dis- 
tance. Today we completed a catalogue of the refugees 
here, 315 in number. 

December 19. — The Captain who on 17th. marched 
to the mountains, sent a demand for more men, 
but we had none to spare. Captains Jennings and 
Doll with their men, returned from the mountains. 
They buried the corpses, and could not adequately de- 
scribe the devastation by the Indians up there. They 
left a lieutenant and 18 men to post here for a few 
days, and with the others left for home. Tracks of 
Indians were seen at the Rose Inn today. 

December 20. — Mr. Craig^" came with his company of 
Ulster-Scotch, to learn whether we had been attacked, 
as shooting had been heard in this direction. They 
were ordered here by the Commissioners, who were at 
Bethlehem. [Franklin, with Commissioners Fox and 
Hamilton, arrived at Bethehem on December 18th.] 

December 21. — A refugee woman was brought to bed 
of a child. Report brought here by a man from the 
mountains, that the Indians had agreed on this night to 
attack our farms and also Friedensthal, hence Lieut. 
Brown" and Ms 18 men moved to Friedensthal,^^ to 

" Capt. Craig, from the Ulster-Scot settlement. 

"Lieut. Brown, of Capt. Solomon Jenning's company. 

"The capacity of the grist mill at Christian's Spring plantation, 
becoming unable to meet the demands of the settlements, a tract of 324 
acres on the Bushkill creek, and adjoining the Nazareth tract on the 
cast, was purchased and a larger mill built, and named Friedensthal. 
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cover that place ; also Capt. Laubach," who came down 
today from the mountains, posted part of his 30 men 
here and Grnadenthal." 

December 22. — Capt. Laubach and company left for 
home, — ^they are all Grermans from Saueon, and ex- 
pected to be relieved here by another company from 
that place, but were disappointed. Lieut. Brown with 
his men returned from Friedensthal — all quiet there 
last night, and they left for the mountains again. 

December 23. — The sentry box built of green logs 
and filled with clay (fire proof), is to be maned by four 
men, who are to keep lookout over the stabling, lest it 
be fired by the Indians. 

December 26. — Two companies of soldiers from 
Easton halted here and then marched on to the moun- 
tains, to build a fort there for the defence of the coun- 
try. 

December 27. — Dr. Otto," under escort, set out for 
Brodhead's to visit a negro wounded at the late attack, 
but he died half an hour after his arrival. 

December 30. — At noon Joseph Powell came from 
Bethlehem, followed by two wagons laden with goods 
and clothing for the refugees, sent by some Quakers 
in Philadelphia, with a letter from Anthony Benezet. 
In the evening followed two other wagons with pro- 
visions, sent by some Germans in the Great Swamp, 
under convoy of 20 men. They were much moved at 
the distressing objects with us. 

December 31. — The wagons and convoy returned. 



" Capt. Laubach was settled on a branch of the Sancon creek below 
Bethlehem, prior to 1746. 

"The second plantation laid out on the Nazareth tract, 1745, 2 miles 
N. by W. from the house "Ephrata." 

" John Matthew Otto, born in Meiningen, Germany, 9 November, 1714. 
Studied medicine and surgery at Augsburg. Came to Pennsylvania in 
July of 1750, and for thirty-six years was physician and surgeon of the 
Moravian settlements. Died in 1785. 



On the Frontier During the Indian War. 351 

1756. 

January 1. — Coltunns of rising smoke at different 
points along the horizon, mark the course of the sav- 
ages who roamed within four miles of our settlements. 
We got news that the savages had devistated not only 
on the other side, but also on this side of the moun- 
tains, — ^burning and murdering. In the evening Culver 
returned again from up the country, a brand snatched 
from the fire, as the house in which he and his friends 
had lodged last night, they saw in flames soon after 
leaving this morning. 

January 2. — This morning came a young man, just 
escaped from the fury of the Indians. We tore down 
the old log wash-house, as it could easily be fired. 

January 3. — Two children who escaped from the 
Indians, came safe to their refugee parents here. 

January 4. — This morning a house burned down in 
our neighborhood. 

January 5. — John Burstler was sent with a letter 
from the Governor to Capt. Isaac Wayne,^* at Easton, 
ordering him to come to Nazareth with his company of 
50 men. In the evening they arrived, and are to re- 
main for sometime to cover this section. It is feared, 
that if our places fall, the enemy will move to Phila- 
delphia. 

January 6. — Capt. Wayne and his men inspected the 
sentry houses. 

January 8. — Several refugee families left today to 
seek new homes beyond the Lehigh, as all they had, 
houses and barns, are burned across the mountains. 

January 11. — The soldiers here convoyed two wagons 

" Capt. Imao Wayne, of Franklin's command, and father of Major 
Gen. Anthony Wayne. "You are upon your return from Depui's" [near 
the Water Gap], writes Gov. Morris, "to halt your company at Nazareth 
and there remain until further orders, taking care all the while to 
keep your men in good order, and to post them in such a manner as 
most effectually to guard and secure that place against any attack." 
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to the Blue Mountains, laden with supplies for the 
troops above. 

January 15. — Capt. "Wayne left today with his com- 
pany for Gnadenhuetten, where they are to assist in 
building a fort. 

January 20. — This forenoon, the corpse of our neigh- 
bor John Bauman, was buried in our graveyard. He 
was shot on his farm (Jany. 2) by, the Indians; his 
corpse found on 18th, in the woods by his father. This 
evening Indian spies were seen near the Rose Inn. 

January 26. — After breakfast most of the men went 
into the woods to fell trees for a stockade around our 
barn yard. 

January 31. — Capt. Trump" came with a detatchment 
from the Blue Mountains, to take up a lot of bread we 
baked for the soldiers there. 

February 17. — Capt. Craig and company marched 
past the settlement, and towards night 60 more soldiers 
were lodged for the night. A number of the refugees 
left for their homes, [two weeks later some of them 
were killed by the Indians.] Our stone and log houses 
were stockaded; the stockade 236 by 170 feet and 10 
feet high. 

April 6. — A family of refugees, which two weeks ago 
had returned to their home over the mountain, re- 
turned here for the third time. They were afraid to go 
out of the house, and on one occasion, the man almost 
shot a soldier instead of an Indian. 

April 13. — The Servas family, nine in number, who 
had been here since December 11, last, set out for their 
home over the mountain. 

May 12. — Terrific hail-storm which broke all the 
window pains in house on the north side. 

" Capt. Levi Trump. 

"Philip Servas and family, last from Philadelphia, were settled on 
a tract of 100 acres, near Hoeth's, about a year before the Indian maraud. 



